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ADVICE FROM JOHN 
2 0 2 3  C A L I F O R N I A  M E R L O T  
L ike  many  th i ngs  a t  O r i n  Sw i f t ,  wha t  s ta r t ed  as  a  f asc ina t i on  qu ick l y  t u rned  
i n to  an  obsess ion .  Samantha  Smi th ,  Dave  Ph inney ’ s  l ong  t ime  execu t i ve  
ass i s tan t  ( r ead :  chau f f eu r ,  gophe r ,  r i gh t  hand  ma ’am,  the rap i s t ,  e tc . ) ,  
managed  amids t  he r  day t ime  j ob  to  mu l t i t ask  away  a t  a  book ,  Adv ice  F rom 
John—an  an tho logy  o f  t he  b r i l l i an t ,  i d io t i c  and  somet imes  deep  though ts  
found  a t  t he  bo t tom o f  a  cock ta i l  and  then  subsequen t l y  sc r ibb led  and  
sc raw led  on to  to  t he  wa l l s  o f  d i ve  ba r  ba th rooms .  ‘You  Had  Me  A t  He l l  
No ’ ,  cap tu red  a t  a  d i ve  i n  Texas ,  caugh t  Dave ’s  eye  wh i l e  r um ina t i ng  i deas  
on  how to  b r i ng  Mer lo t  back  i n to  the  ma ins t ream fo ld—long  p i l l o r i ed  fo r  
i t s  second  o f  f ame  i n  THAT  mov ie  two  decades  ago .  A l l  good  th i ngs  c i r c l e  
back  a round ,  so ,  l e t ’ s  r ev i t a l i ze  t h i s  de l i c i ous ,  l usc ious  and  fun  va r i e ta l .  
G rab  a  bo t t l e  o f  some  good  o l e  Adv ice  and  en joy !  
 
W I N E M A K E R ’ S  N O T E S  
Domina t i ng  a romat i cs  abound  w i thou t  e f fo r t—notes  o f  b l ackbe r r y  p i e ,  
b l ack  p lum,  sage  and  l i l ac  come  f rom the  g l ass .  A  f l ood ing  sensa t i on  on  
en t r y  d r i ves  da rk  f r u i t s  on to  the  m id-pa la te  w i th  touches  o f  savo ry ,  f enne l  
and  l i co r i ce  as  comp lements .  Long  on  the  f i n i sh ,  t he  esp resso  bean  and  
con t i nued  concen t ra t i on  o f  b l ackbe r r y  t h roughou t  f ades  s low ly  w i th  gen t l e  
and  so f t  t ann ins .  
 
B L E N D   
Mer lo t  
 
M A T U R A T I O N  
Aged  fo r  14  mon ths  i n  F rench  Oak ,  25% New 
 
A L C / V O L  
14 .9% 
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